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Demanding Polar Geopolitics 

• Demanding and receiving 
attention from ‘outsiders’

• Climate change: global 
security

• Resource exploitation

• Governance

• Access and rights

• Visitation/settlement  

• Polar Regions making 
demands of their own

• Indigenous rights and 
activism 

• Community resilience 

• Ecosystem and geo-physical 
change 

• Knowledge collection and 
usage 
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My favourite climate change cartoon:



A bit of geography... 

5 Arctic Ocean
Coastal States (A5):
Denmark, Russia, Canada,
USA, Norway



World in crisis 2008 – Slide 
Number 5

2500 km

Antarctica, Greenland & the 

Alps to scale



Permafrost change:



The Guardian, Saturday 11th January 2003:



From the Washington Post 24 Sept 2015!



Arctic sea ice:

World in crisis 2008 – Slide Number 9



From Bridget Bardot to Emma Thompson
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Coastal state rights to exploit (and preserve):
UNCLOS (UN convention on Law of the Seas)
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Clashing demands – preserve or exploit in the 
Southern Ocean?
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Who owns Antarctica?

• Antarctic Treaty:
Signed in 1959, after IPY

Protocol on Env Protection, signed 
in 1991, at the end of the 30th

anniversary.

UNCLOS applies to the Southern 
Ocean



New actors and new demands – China as 
example
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Future demands on polar oceans
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Central Arctic Ocean:
Resource or Reserve?



IBCAO: bathymetric 
chart of the Arctic 
Ocean



Another way of demanding our attention? 



The polar seabed and undiscovered resource 
potential 
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Indigenous people:



Further reading/info

• Papers by Klaus Dodds (Royal Holloway)

• British Antarctic Website (for lay info on Treaty: 
https://www.bas.ac.uk/about/antarctica/the-antarctic-treaty/)

• Arctic Council and AMAP (Arctic monitoring and assessment 
programme: http://www.amap.no/) 

https://www.bas.ac.uk/about/antarctica/the-antarctic-treaty/
http://www.amap.no/

